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On June 2, special prosecutor Miguel Montes publicly released the government's official report on
the March 23 assassination of Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) presidential candidate Luis
Donaldo Colosio in Tijuana. The main conclusion of the report was that a single weapon caused
both of Colosio's fatal bullet wounds.
Information contained in the remainder of the report was either vague or contradictory. For
example, in the report, Montes said the government had uncovered solid evidence that Mario
Aburto Martinez, who is being held in a maximum-security prison, fired the weapon that killed
Colosio. But the report failed to mention a possible motive for the assassination.
Initially Montes had confirmed that Aburto, who was arrested moments after the shooting, acted
alone. He rejected published versions alleging that Colosio had been shot by two gunmen and
that a federal security official who was arrested and later released had been involved in the killing.
But later in the report, Montes suggested that three co- conspirators who are also in custody are
"suspected" of having assisted Aburto either by blocking Colosio's path, impeding his security
guards, or distracting his attention.
The three suspects are Tranquilino Sanchez Venegas, Vicente Mayoral Valenzuela, and Rodolfo
Mayoral Esquer. "There is evidence that points to their probable involvement," Montes said,
referring mainly to videotape coverage by journalists and government agents moments before the
shooting.
Montes's statement contradicted a report from Spanish experts who examined videotapes of the
campaign rally. The Spanish investigators said they found nothing conclusive to suggest the three
security officers helped clear a path for the gunman. The report also failed to provide any evidence
to counter several different theories that members of the ruling party had a role in plotting Colosio's
assassination.
Montes's report drew immediate criticism from several quarters, including representatives of the
business sector and opposition presidential candidates Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the Democratic
Revolution Party (PRD) and Diego Fernandez de Cevallos of the National Action Party (PAN). "It is
vital for the future of Mexico that this case be solved before the August 21 elections," Fernandez de
Cevallos said.
For his part, Antonio Sanchez Diaz, president of the Mexican Employers Confederation
(Confederacion Patronal de la Republica Mexicana, Coparmex) characterized the report as "a joke
on Mexican society." Since the report was issued, opposition parties have stepped up pressure on
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President Carlos Salinas de Gortari to remove Montes from the investigation. Nevertheless, officials
so far adamantly defend the Montes report.
On a related matter, all five members of a special Citizen Commission formed to investigate
Colosio's death resigned in late May. President Salinas had convoked the commission on April
20 to give more legitimacy to the official investigation into Colosio's murder. After resigning,
the commission members said their work had been hampered by a lack of access to government
information on the case. Members of the commission included Carlos Payan, publisher of La
Jornada newspaper; attorney Agustin Santamaria; and members of Mexico's three top political
parties: Augustin Basave (PRI), Leonel Godoy (PRD), and Fernando Gomez (PAN).
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